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SECRET ATTACHMENTS ATTACHED June 18, 1971

MEMORANDUM FOR: JOHN DEAN
FROM: THOMAS LATIMER
SUBJECT: NSC Study of Declassification Procedures

In January of this year the President directed that a review be made
under NSC auspices of current security classification and declassifi-
cation procedures. A copy of the National Security Study Memorandum
is at Tab A. The Attorney General provided the chairman of the

Ad Hoc Study Group, Bill Rehnquist,

The study is being directed at three major areas of concern: (1)
procedures for declassifying NSC papers; (2) Amending Executive
Order 10501, which is the basic document regulating classification/
declassification procedures; and (3) strengthening penalties for the
unauthorized release of classified material,

Thus far, the Ad Hoc Group has in hand preliminary drafts of proposed
recommendations addressing the first two areas of concern. The
study on NSC papers 18 at Tab B and the study on E, O, 10501 is at
Tab C. 1 bave also attached at Tab D a proposed addition to the
recommendations on E, O, 10501 which I will submit to the Group

at our next meeting.

The Group will next meet on 1 July. If you have any suggestions for
adding to or changing the attached drafts, please let me know and [
will present them to the Group.

ON-FILE NSC RELEASE
INSTRUCTIONS APPLY

SECRET ATTACHMENTS ATTACHED
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‘ WASHINGTON D.C, 20506

SECRET - -~ January 15, 1971
" ‘National Security Study Memorandum 113 SR KK/‘
TO: - The Sécrctary of State

~ The Secretary of Defense

- The Attorney General ‘

. The Director of Central Intelhgence .
The Chauman of the Atomic Energy Commission

SUBJECT: . Procedures for Declas 51f1cat10n and Rclease of
L : - Official Documents . . -

" The President has directed that a review be made of current security
‘classification procedures set forth in Executive Order 10501, as
- amended. The study should include an examination of: o

- présent actions being_ taken and procedures béing followed by
.. the heads of departments and agencies pursuant to Sec. 7 (b)
. of K. O. 10501, as a.mended

- p:resent irnplementation by the various departments and agencies
of See. 18 of £.0. 10501, as amended, and of that portion of
Sec. 4 which directs department and agency heads to designate

“persons to be responsible for continuing review of classified
_material for the purpose of declassifying it;

" e- whether or not the material currently placed in Group 1 as
o dcfined in Sec, 4 of E. Q. 10501, as amended, is being reviewed
. on a regular basis for declassification; and o

'_-_-‘_—‘ existing criteria and guidelines for rélgése of National S-ec'urity
.. Council papers produced both by previous Administrations and
| by the pre sent Administration. L o

Based upon the £orego1ng revxews, ‘the study should recommend

' "'.". - changes in Sec. 7 (b) of E. O. 10501, as amended, to provide
.. specific criteria under which the heads of depaitments and
agencies can disseminate classxﬁed matenal ofitside the
- Executive Branch ‘
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measures, if needed to assure compliance with Sec 4 and

‘Sec. 18 of E. O. 10501, as amended

changes in E. O. 10501 as amended to provide more specific

guidelines as to what material should be placed in Groups 2, 3
and 4, respectlvely, as deflned in Sec. 4;

-guidelines under which, if possible, ‘material now placed in

Group 1 could be declassified, with particular attention to the

- question of whether legislation would be required if it is deemed
.. practical to release any information now classified under the
o Atomlc Energy Act; '

criteria for the release of Natlonal Securlty Councﬂ papers from
previous Administrations. (The wishes of former Presidents
Truman and Johnson regarding NSC papers produced during

' 'their Administrations should be ascertained. );

guidelines for the future release of NSC papers produced during
this and future Administrations, including a recommendation for
or against the establishment of a permanent NSC review group to
determine whether or not the release of any particular N5C

-document would be injurious to the nafional security;

types of classgified information to which public access should

- be granted, conditions under which, and specific groups to
- whom, such access should be granted, and criteria and proce-

-~ dures for grantlng such access;

’specific steps which can be taken, both administrative and legal,

in cases of release or disclosure of classified information or

-material except in the manner authorlzed in E O. 10501, as
-amended and : » : ‘ -

ff‘c‘ha.nges whlch ought to be made in that Executive Order to

strengthen both the controls over and penalties for the release

. of classified material except in the manner authorized in
S B, Ol 105601, as amended, - ' |

.- SECRET
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' This study will be prepared by an Ad Hoc Group com‘prising representa-
tives of the addressees and chaired by the representative of The Attorney
.General, A representatwe of the Na.tlonal Security Counczll staff will

‘be 1nc:1uded on the group. “ :

,4\7 TR
- Henry K1ss1nger : R

Chalrman Jomt Ch1efs of Staff
- Director, Office of Management and Budget
Director, Office of Science and Technology
* Chairman, President's Forelgn Intelhgence
‘ Adv1sory Board :
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